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Table 1: Suicidality Rates by Gender (n = 327) 

Table 2: Suicidality Rates by Ethnicity (n = 284) 

Results & Discussion

Method

• Suicide is a leading cause of death in the U.S and is a 
concern for people of all backgrounds.1 

• Studies suggest differences across cultural groups and 
across genders2, 3, 4

• It is important to address gender and cultural differences 
for improved suicide prevention and treatment for suicidal 
thoughts and behaviors

This study compares rates of self-reported 
suicidality and documented suicide-related 
behaviors across gender and ethnic groups in a 
forensic inpatient setting. 

χ2 p
% of 
Men 

% of 
Women

Measures of Self-Reported Suicidality (MMPI-2-RF Items)
93: Recent suicidal thoughts 3.06 .08 4.5 9.3
120: Thoughts of wanting to be dead 8.78† .003 1.9 8.3
164: Recent suicidal thoughts 0.96† .33 2.7 4.6
251: Recent undisclosed attempt 2.49† .29 11.0 10.2
334: Recent thoughts of death and afterlife 2.73† .26 12.9 14.8

Suicidality Documented by Staff (Incident Reports)
Suicidal Attempt or Self-Aggression 0.01 .94 11.7 12.0 
Suicidal Threat 0.06 .80 10.2 11.1 

Note: Statistically significant chi-square results with standardized residuals greater than 
|1.96| are bolded. †: cell counts were small, making results unreliable. MMPI-2-RF item 
content is described rather than directly reported.

Gender
• Women report experiencing more suicidal thoughts than 

men5

• Women are more likely to report suicidal thoughts across 
cultural groups (e.g., Caucasian, African American, 
Hispanic)6

Cultural Groups
• Caucasians have higher rates of suicidal ideation and 

completed suicides than Hispanic and African Americans5

• Women would be more likely to report more suicidality 
and experience more suicidal thoughts and attempts than 
men

• African American and Hispanic patients would be less 
likely to report suicidal thoughts and behaviors than 
Caucasians

• Hispanic patients would be less likely to experience more 
suicidal thoughts and attempts than Caucasians  

χ2 p

% of 
African 

American 
Patients  

% of 
Caucasian 
Patients 

% of 
Hispanic 
Patients 

Measures of Self-Reported Suicidality (MMPI-2-RF Items)
93: Recent suicidal thoughts 2.29† .32 2.8 7.9 8.3
120: Thoughts of wanting to be dead 0.83† .66 2.8 4.2 6.3

164: Recent suicidal thoughts 2.21† .33 1.4 3.0 6.3

251: Recent undisclosed attempt 7.50† .11 16.9 9.1 6.3

334: Recent thoughts of death and 
afterlife 

3.25† .52 15.5 13.3 14.6

Suicidality Documented by Staff (Incident Reports)
Suicidal Attempt or Self-Aggression 6.78 .03 9.9 17.6 4.2
Suicidal Threat 1.23 .54 8.5 13.3 10.4

• 327 forensic inpatients with valid MMPI-2-RF results and 
available incident report data were examined

• Native American, Asian American, and other cultural 
groups were excluded due to small sample sizes

• MMPI-2-RF Suicidality Items. We examined 
responses for 5 items with suicidality content

• Hospital Incident Reports. We examined reports of 
self-aggression/suicide attempts and suicide threats 
documented by hospital staff

• Patients were administered the MMPI-2 or MMPI-2-RF as 
part of clinical or forensic evaluations

• Deidentified archival data were examined
• Individuals with invalid test results or missing incident 

reports or ethnicity data were excluded

• As hypothesized, Hispanic patients were less 
likely than Caucasian or African American patients to 
have documented self-aggression/suicide 
attempts

• There were no ethnic group differences in
documented suicide thoughts

• African American patients showed low endorsement 
rates for several suicidality items

• Few gender differences in suicide-related item 
endorsement were observed, except that women 
were more likely to report they wish they 
were dead (Item 120)

• Associations between items and self-aggression/suicide 
attempts were somewhat stronger for men (statistically 
significant phi† range: .12 to .20).

• Associations between suicidality items and suicide 
thoughts were stronger for women (statistically 
significant phi† range: .28 to .41)

Note: Statistically significant chi-square results with standardized residuals greater than 
|1.96| are bolded. †: cell counts were small, making results unreliable. MMPI-2-RF item 
content is described rather than directly reported.
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• Forensic inpatient clinicians should consider ethnicity and 
gender when treatment planning for suicide prevention

• For instance, Caucasian and African American patients are 
at higher risk of self-harming behavior, and women are at 
higher risk of thoughts of wanting to be dead

• When assessing forensic inpatients, clinicians should be 
aware that MMPI-2-RF suicidality items are stronger 
predictors of behavior for men and notably stronger 
predictors of thoughts for women

Limitations & Future Directions

• Limitations included a small sample size that limited the 
reliability of findings

• Future studies should replicate with a larger sample


